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CHANGES TO THE WOLFSON HISTORY PRIZE 2017 ANNOUNCED 
 
The Wolfson Foundation has today announced significant changes to the Wolfson History 
Prize 2017.  First established in 1972, and awarded annually, Britain’s foremost history prize 
promotes and encourages standards of excellence in the writing of readable and scholarly 
history suitable for a general audience.  Previous winners of this prestigious award have 
included: Antony Beevor (for Stalingrad), Ian Kershaw (for Hitler 1936-1945: Nemesis), 
Antonia Fraser (for The Weaker Vessel: Woman's Lot in Seventeenth-Century England), 
Simon Schama (for Patriots and Liberators: Revolution in the Netherlands, 1780-1813) and 
Mary Beard (for Pompeii: The Life of a Roman Town ). 
 
In previous years, prizes have been given to two exceptional historical works published 
during the previous year.  In 2017, for the first time, the judges will announce a shortlist of 
six books in early April, followed by a reception at Claridge’s in mid-May when one overall 
winner will be revealed. 
 
The winning author will now receive a prize of £40,000 – an increase from £30,000 in 2016 – 
with the five remaining shortlisted writers being awarded a prize of £4,000 each. 
 
Paul Ramsbottom, Chief Executive of the Wolfson Foundation said: “We are tremendously 
excited to be introducing a shortlist for the Wolfson History Prize in 2017. The decision to 
introduce a shortlist reflects the sheer diversity and quality of history books being 
considered. It will highlight a larger number of brilliant authors and sparkling books, excite 
greater interest and debate and extend the reach of the Prize further than ever before.” 
 
Note to editors 
 
First awarded by the Wolfson Foundation in 1972, the Wolfson History Prize remains a 
beacon of the best historical writing being produced in the UK, reflecting qualities of both 
readability and excellence in writing and research.  You can find out more at 
www.wolfson.org.uk/history-prize, and connect via #WolfsonHistoryPrize and 
facebook.com/WolfsonHistoryPrize 
 
The Wolfson Foundation (www.wolfson.org.uk) is an independent charity that supports and 
promotes excellence in the fields of science, health, education and the arts. Since 1955 it 
has awarded over £800 million (£1.7 billion in real terms) to some 10,000 projects across 
the UK, all on the basis of expert peer review. Connect via twitter @wolfsonfdn and 
facebook.com/wolfsonfoundation 
 
For further information please contact: Alex Hippisley-Cox on 07921 127077 or email her 
at ahipcoxpr@btconnect.com 
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